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2-1-1 Unemployment
Resource Guide

Connecticut ended 2009 with
an unemploymentrate of 8.5%, the
highestin severaldecadesln 2009,
2-1-1receivedover9,000requestgor
informationrelatedto job trainingand
job ¢ nding assistance. 2-1-1's online
guide Whereto Turn in Connecticut
When you Become Unemployed
offers many resources for those
seekingemploymentjob trainingand
basic needsserviceswhile they are
unemployed.To view this document
online, pleasevisit http://www.211ct.
org/Search/Unemployment.pdf. 2-1-1's
Whee to Turn in Connecticut When
You Become Unemployed is intended
toprovideinformationonstatefederal
andlocalresourceto helppeoplewho

are unemployed and looking for jobs.

CT Offering 24/7 Online
Service for Ul T ax form

The stateis offering a new, online
service that allows Unemployment
Insurance(Ul) claimantsto print the
UC-1099Gaxformtheyneeddirectly
from the Departmenbf Labor's Web
site.Theservice paidfor with afederal
grant, will speedtheprocessingtimefor
both claimantsand stateempl oyeesand
savethe stateon postageandprinting
costs.TheUC-1099G formisrequired
by theIRS sorecipientscanreportthe
benee tsthey havereceived, inthesame
way thata W-2 form is used to report
regularincome.A specia UC-1099G
information line (860)-263-6099 is
now in operationfrom 8 am.-4 p.m.
throughApril 15 to answerquestions

about the tax form. Representatives

at this numberarenot ableto answer
guestionsabout specie cunemployment
insurance claims.

For moreinformation, pleasevisit
http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/cwp/
view.asp?A=3872&0Q=454596

Access Of fers Free T ax Preparation

WILLIMANTIC — The Access
Community Action Agency, in
partnershipwiththel RS, hassponsored
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Program(VITA)forthelast sevenyears.
Thisfreeincometax preparationservice
will beavailabletoall low and moderate
income residents in Windham and
Tolland Countiesagain thistax season.
Low incometaxe lersutilizingaVITA
sitemaybeassuredfreceivingguality
tax preparation, as well as having
strict privacy maintained. Volunteer
tax preparerarenot only trainedand
certieed in using the IRS Taxwise
software,but are expectedto adhere
to IRS conedentiality regulations. In
additionto providing tax preparation
at no cost,VITA sites are ableto * le
taxformselectronicallyand combined
with directdeposit, lers may receive
theirrefundsine vetotenbusinessdays.

Low income
families needevery
dollar they earn.
Oftenlowwageearnersdonot « letaxes
becaus¢heyunderstantheyhavenot
incurredatax liability. They may not
be awarethattheyareeligible for the
EarnedIncomeTax Creditor Child Tax
Creditandmightreceivearefund. In
addition,« ling at a VITA site ensures
thattaxpayerwill notbepayinglarge
fees for simple tax preparation, or
paying exorbitantinterestratesfor a
RefundAnticipation Loan.

Last season all trained and IRS
certified volunteers prepared over
714 tax returnswith refundstotaling
$1,026,160 (a $180,684 increase).
Of that total, almost$360,000was a
resultof theEarnedncomeTax Credit
(EITC). Theaveragegrossincome per
tax return was $14,718.

A

(See Free Tax Prep p. 2)
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Middletown T o Open Section 8 W aiting List
The Housing Authority of the City of Middletown will be opening its

N

waitinglist for theSectior8 Voucher Program, which will subsidize decent,
safeandsanitaryhousingfor personsvhoseincomesfall at or belowthe
verylow incomecategorasfollows, by numberof personsn ahousehold.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
$29,800 34,050 38,300 42,550 45,950 49,350 52,750

Applicantsmustbedeterminectligibleandqualie ed in accordancewith
the rulesandregulationsof the U.S. Departmenbf Housingand Urban
DevelopmenandtheMiddletownHousingAuthority. Theauthority utilizes
a local preference for Middletown residents.

Interested applicants mumbply by mailaddressed to:
MIDDLET OWN HOUSINGAUTHORITY

Address must appear exactly as follows.

Section 8 Wait List
40 Broad St.
Middletown, CT06457

For mote information, please contact the Middletown Housing
Authority at 860) 346-8671

J
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Free Tax Prep
(cont. from p.1)

VITAsitesarelocatedinWillimantic,
Stafford, Danielson, Plain! eld and
Putnam. To make an appointment,
taxpayersshould call 860-450-7400.
Mostsitesarealreadyopenandothers
will openafterJanuary3landremain
open untilApril 15.

The Access Community Action
Agency, 1315Main Street, Willimantic
will have appointments on Mondays
from 2-6 pm (closedApril 2 & 3),
Wednesdays from 12-4 pm and
Saturday$rom9-1pm. Appointments
will be taken at Village Heights,
108 Cameo Drive, Willimantic on
Thursdays from 4-8 pm, Saturdays
from 9-1 pm. For filing in the
Danielsorareaservicesreoffered by
appointment at theKillingly Library, 25
Westcott Road, on Tuesdays from 2-6
pm, and Saturdaysfrom 10:30-2:30 pm.
VITA servicesare also available at the
PutnamLibrary, 225 Kennedy Drive,
Saturdaygrom 10-2 pm; the Staford
Library, 10 Levinthal Run, Saturdays
from 10-2 pm, and at the Plain!eld
Town Hall, 8 Community Avenue,
Mondays from 10-5 pm.

New this year pre-paid debit cards
will beprovidedto customeravho do
nothaveabank account. To apply, the
processssimpleanddoesotrequirea
creditor chexsystemcheck. Theservice
will beofferedat all sites, except for the
Staford Library, Stafford and Village
Heights,Willimantic.

Also new this year appointments
may be madeonline at http://acccess-
vita.genbook.com. Toscheduleonline,
you are required to have an email
addressto receivea con! rmation of
your appointment.

Bilingual English/Spanish tax
preparersareavailableat Willimantic
locations. Individuals are asked to
bring all W2's, 1099 forms, Sociad
Securitycardsor individual taxpayer
I D numbersfor all household members,
lastyearstax return if possible, child
careprovidername addresandtaxID
number, educati onexpensesand student
loaninfo, andfor directdepositringa

check or savingsaccount number witha
routingnumber You should also bring
any other tax-relateddocumentsyou
receiveto your appointment. Taxes
will bepreparedy appointmenbnly.

For additional information about
VITA services, call 860-450-7478
in Willimantic. Access is a federd
and state designated community
action agencyserving Windham and
Tolland counties and much of Eastern
Connecticut. For information about
other Accessprogramsand services,
call860-450-740@r 860-774-0418n
the Danielson area.

For a referral to a free tax
preparation site in your area, dial
2-1-1 Infoline.

Paid Sick

A
@ Days Bill
Allowing employees
to earn paid sick

timeis acrucia public health reform
— and it's especially urgent in times
of economiccrisislike these 600,000
Connecticut workers lack paid sick
days.Worse yet, the biggest groups
of employeeswithout paid sick days
arein sectordike food service retail,
and healthcarewhere evena single
sickemployeecanput public healthat
serious risk.

For too many families, losing a
day’s pay — or even ajob —is as easy
as catchinga cold. As the recession
worsens,peoplejust cant afford to
missa day and can't risk losing their
jobs.Thatmeanamorepeoplewill be
forcedto cometo work sick, putting
us all at risk.

Allowing employeesto earn paid
sick daysisn't just the right thing to
do - it's also a smart decision for the
public health, for families and for
businesseswWhen workers have sick
days, itreducesthespread of contagious
illnessesexpandsccess$o preventive
healthcare,increasesproductivity in
workplacesandgivesa much-needed
measure of economic security to
working families.

(See Paid Sick Days p. 4)

STRIDE Graduate
Speaks at Quinebaug
Valley Community
College

Quinebaugvalley Middle College
High School (QVMCHS) invited
STRIDE graduate Paul Frazier to
speak at their Town Hall Meeting
on February5, 2010 in The Robert
E. Miller Auditorium at Quinebaug
Valley Community College, Danielson,
Connecticut.

Paul Frazier addressed students
and staff of the Quinebaug Valley
Middle College High School about
his life journey from youth, through
hisincarcerationto whereheis today

ThiswasPaul’s! rst publicspeaking
eventto a large crowd; his story was
honest and had impact. After his
testimony, students were given the
opportunity to ask questions. There
weremany- ranging from family and
childrento prisonanddrugabuse.The
eventwas thought-provokingfor the
QVMCHS students.

JoeBurns sophomoratQVMCHS
stated’l feltanimmediateconnection
to Paul.l felt likel knew him. What he
spoketo us aboutmademe consider
something | never thought about
before—the choices | make today
couldhavefar reachingconsequences
in my future.”

Suzettd_efevre,Englishteachemat
QVMCHS adds“When the students
seesomeondike Paulgetup andtake
ownership of his mistakes and his
hopesfor the future, they realizethat
couragenattersn life. It takescourage
to changeandPauls story isariveting
illustration of this fact”.

STRIDEistheStateof Connecticut's
only postreleasgprogramfor women
andmen. It is a state funded reentry
transitional support workforce
development program.

STRIDE contact: Julie
ScrapchanskyProgram Coordinator,
email: jscrapchansky @qvce.commnet.
edu,or call (860)412-7320. Seethe
proposed funding cut to this program
in Governor's Budget Bposal p. 4

ConnecticutAlliance For Basic Human Needs



Legislative Update & More
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Governor Rell Releases Budget Proposal

On Feb. 4", 2010, the Governor
releasedhermidtermbudgefproposal.
Althoughthe Governoravoidedmany
of the most damagingcuts that had
beerproposedn herde! cit mitigation
proposal of December 2009, the
budget did propose the reduction
or elimination of funding for many
important programsserving children
andfamiliesincommunitiesstatewide.

Thebudgetcallsfor around$105.6
million in funding cuts and $30.6
million in funding increases.

Some of the more significant
proposedcuts affecting children and
families include:

Cuts to working families.

" Signi! cant cuts to Care 4 Kids
child care subsidy for working
parents.

" Reductions in several non-
entitlement programs such as
Safety Net and Community Action
Agencieswhichprovidehousing,
food, child care, and energy
assistance to working families.

" Reductionof funding by 25%for
Human Services Infrastructure/
Community Action Program,
which impactsenepgy assistance
and child care.

" A cut of 25% to Safety Net
servicesdespitea 367% increase
in referralssince2007— new cut
combined with prior rescission
results in a 33% reduction in
total programbudget(575 fewer
families served each year, 125
families without rent, utility, or
food vouchers)

" Suspension of funding for
CT Youth Employment, which
employs over 4,000 youth/year
STRIVE Program,and STRIDE
program which provide job
trainingandjob-searclassistance
to struggling communities.

Cuts to healthcare.

" Suspensionof fundingfor HUSKY
Outreachwhich closesHUSKY
Infoline.Justasmorefamilies! nd

themselvesn need,the ability to
accessprogramstomeet their needs
becomes more diftult.

" Impositionof co-paysonMedicaid
clients

" Removal of coveragefor most over-
the-counter drugs for Medicaid
(exemptingchildrenunder21 on
HUSKY A).

" Eliminationof Medicaidcoverage
of the costsof eyeglasses and
contact lenses, and optician
services.

" Increasesinpremiumsfor HUSKY
B band 2familiesto $50for families
with one child and to $75 for
familieswithtwoor morechildren.

" Reductionin funding for school-
basedhealthclinics, needlesand
syringeexchangeAlDS services,
and Community Health Services.

Cuts to housing and homelessness
services.

" Cutsto homelessnesmdhousing
services — a reduction of $2.4
million, which amounts to 5%
of the housing/homeless line
item in the DSS budget. This
money provides critical funding
to 44 emergency homeless
shelters.eviction and foreclosure
prevention, rental assistance,
security deposit guaranteesand
other vital programs for CT
residents.

" 50% reductionin funding for the
Transitional Rental Assistance
Programwhich provideshousing
assistancetofamiliesmovingfrom
welfare to work.

In addition to spendingcuts, the
budgetalsoreliessigni! cantly on one-
time revenuesto addressthe delcit,
rather thanlookingtolong-termrevenue
solutionghatwill ! [l thecurrent de! cit
as well as addressthe looming $3.9
billion de!cit for FY 2012.

To ensure its future economic
security, Connecticut must adopt a
balanced approach to reducing the
de! cit, combining spending reductions

with long-term revenue options.

Suchrevenueoptionsinclude closing
corporate tax loopholes, evaluating

the returnon investmentof hundreds
of millions of dollarsin corporatetax

breaks and other tax expenditures,

delayingreductionsin the estatetax,

andadoptingamoreprogressiveincome

tax model.

To learn more about these revenue
options,and others,go to the Better
Choices website at http://www.
betterchoicesforct.gfnode/4.

PCCM Update

HUSKY Primary Care, thenew non-
HMO PrimaryCareCaseManagement
(PCCM) program for HUSKY A
enrollees, is now in full operation
in four parts of the state: Hartford,
New Haven, Waterbury, Windham,
andall surroundingtowns. But even
HUSKY A enrollees not living in one
of the listed towns can participate
in this programif any one of their
primary care provider’'s offices
is located in one of those towns
and that provider is enrolled as
a primary care provider under
HUSKY Primary Care. And new
providersaresigningup to participate
in this program, which eliminates
insurancecompanyinterferencewith
the provision of health care, all the
time. Thelist of participating providers
is availableat www.huskyhealth.com
(click on “Enrollment” on the left) or
at 1-800-656-6684.Flyersin English
and Spanishfor HUSKY A enrollees
areavailableat the www.LARCC.oig
website.

For moreinformation,go to www.
cthealthpolicy.org/PCCM or contact
Sheldon Toubman (203)946-4811,
ext. 148, stoubman@nhlegal.org, or
Randi Mezzy (203)756-8074, ext.
112; 1-800-413-7797; or rmezzy@
connlegalservices.gr

Check out CT Mirror

CT Mirror is anews source on state
government and the policies that
impact CTresidents. New content is
posted M— F atvww.ctmirror.org.
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Town by Town Data
Now Available On-line

This town by town compilation of
data shows the importance of social
services programs for all needy
residents of the state — and for people
who need help in your community! It
shows the number of people in each
CT town who:

 are unemployed;
* receive healthcare through
Medicaid & SAGA;
* receive SNAP federal food
assistance;
* participate in the CaredKids
program.
Connecticut town by town
information can be found at www.
larcc.org under Hot Topics. Click on

CT Needs Socia Services Programs
(2010).
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Paid Sick Days
(cont. from p. 2)

TheWorking Families Party, along
with theEverybodyBene"tsCoalition,
is hard at work againthis legislative
sessionworking to passthe PaidSick
Days bill, which will mandate that
certain employers with 50 or more
employeegrovide paid sick leaveto
their employees.

ThePublicHearingfor thepaidsick
daysbill, SB63hasheenscheduledor
Thursday February 25,2pmwiththe
Labor Committee, in room 2A.

Organization, individuals and
clientsaresrongly encouragedtosubmit
testimony. If you, or someonefromyour
organization, can testify in person at
the hearing,it would be very helpful
in getting this important bill passed.

Submitted by Working Families
Party.

Upcoming

CABHN/FESN Meeting

Friday
March 5, 2010
9:30-11:30 A.M.

Location:

Community Renewal Team
(CRT)
555 Windsor Avenue
Hartford, CT

Topics:
Legislative Update

Guest from CT Voices
for Children to speak on
\_ "Revenue Options" )

The Connecticut Alliance for Basic Human
Needs (CABHN) is a statewide network of
individuals, community groups and organiza-
tions which supports and promotes advocacy
on low-income issues. For more information,
please call (860) 278-5688.
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