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CABHN FEVER
2-1-1 Unemployment 
Resource Guide 

Connecticut ended 2009 wi th 
an unemployment rate of 8.5%, the 
highest in several decades. In 2009, 
2-1-1 received over 9,000 requests for 
information related to job training and 
job • nding assistance. 2-1-1’s online 
guide Where to Turn in Connecticut 
When you Become Unemployed 
offers many resources for those 
seeking employment, job training and 
basic needs services while they are 
unemployed. To view this document 
online, please visit http://www.211ct.
org/Search/Unemployment.pdf. 2-1-1’s 
Where to Turn in Connecticut When 
You Become Unemployed is intended 
to provide information on state, federal 
and local resources to help people who 
are unemployed and looking for jobs.

CT Offering 24/7 Online 
Service for UI T ax form

The state is offering a new, online 
service that allows Unemployment 
Insurance (UI) claimants to print the 
UC-1099G tax form they need directly 
from the Department of Labor’s Web 
site. The service, paid for with a federal 
grant, will speed the processing time for 
both claimants and state employees and 
save the state on postage and printing 
costs.  The UC-1099G form is required 
by the IRS so recipients can report the 
bene• ts they have received, in the same 
way that a W-2 form is used to report 
regular income. A special UC-1099G 
information line (860)-263-6099 is 
now in operation from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
through April 15 to answer questions 
about the tax form. Representatives 
at this number are not able to answer 
questions about speci• c unemployment 
insurance claims. 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/cwp/
view.asp?A=3872&Q=454596 . 

Middletown T o Open Section 8 W aiting List
 The Housing Authority of the City of Middletown will be opening its 

waiting list for the Section 8 Voucher Program, which will subsidize decent, 
safe and sanitary housing for persons whose incomes fall at or below the 
very low income category as follows, by number of persons in a household. 

      1          2           3            4              5             6              7 

$29,800  34,050  38,300   42,550    45,950     49,350     52,750 

Applicants must be determined eligible and quali• ed in accordance with 
the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Middletown Housing Authority. The authority utilizes 
a local preference for Middletown residents. 

Interested applicants must apply by mail addressed to: 
MIDDLETOWN HOUSING AUTHORITY 

Address must appear exactly as follows.

 Section 8 Wait L ist
 40 Broad St. 
 Middletown, CT 06457

For more information, please contact the Middletown Housing 
Authority at  (860) 346-8671

WILLIMANTIC – The Access 
Communi ty Acti on Agency, i n 
partnership with the IRS, has sponsored 
the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program (VITA) for the last seven years.  
This free income tax preparation service 
will be available to all low and moderate 
income residents in Windham and 
Tolland Counties again this tax season.  
Low income tax • lers utilizing a VITA 
site may be assured of receiving quality 
tax preparation, as well as having 
strict privacy maintained.  Volunteer 
tax preparers are not only trained and 
certi• ed in using the IRS Taxwise 
software, but are expected to adhere 
to IRS con• dentiality regulations. In 
addition to providing tax preparation 
at no cost, VITA sites are able to • le 
tax forms electronically, and combined 
with direct deposit, • lers may receive 
their refunds in • ve to ten business days. 

L ow  i ncome 
families need every 
dol lar they earn.  
Often low wage earners do not • le taxes 
because they understand they have not 
incurred a tax liability.  They may not 
be aware that they are eligible for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit or Child Tax 
Credit and might receive a refund.  In 
addition, • ling at a VITA site ensures 
that taxpayers will not be paying large 
fees for simple tax preparation, or 
paying exorbitant interest rates for a 
Refund Anticipation Loan.

Last season all trained and IRS 
certif ied volunteers prepared over 
714 tax returns with refunds totaling 
$1,026,160 (a $180,684 increase).  
Of that total, almost $360,000 was a 
result of the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC).  The average gross income per 
tax return was $14,718.

Access  Of fers Free T ax  Preparation

(See Free Tax Prep p. 2)
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STRIDE Graduate 
Speaks at Quinebaug 
Valley Community 
College

Quinebaug Valley Middle College 
High School (QVMCHS) invi ted 
STRIDE graduate Paul Frazier to 
speak at their Town Hall Meeting 
on February 5, 2010 in The Robert 
E. Miller Auditorium at Quinebaug 
Valley Community College, Danielson, 
Connecticut.

Paul Frazier addressed students 
and staff of the Quinebaug Valley 
Middle College High School about 
his life journey from youth, through 
his incarceration, to where he is today.  

This was Paul’s ! rst public speaking 
event to a large crowd; his story was 
honest and had impact. After his 
testimony, students were given the 
opportunity to ask questions. There 
were many - ranging from family and 
children to prison and drug abuse.  The 
event was thought-provoking for the 
QVMCHS students. 

Joe Burns, sophomore at QVMCHS 
stated “I felt an immediate connection 
to Paul. I felt like I knew him. What he 
spoke to us about made me consider 
something I  never thought about 
before—the choices I make today 
could have far reaching consequences 
in my future.”

Suzette Lefevre, English teacher at 
QVMCHS adds “When the students 
see someone like Paul get up and take 
ownership of his mistakes and his 
hopes for the future, they realize that 
courage matters in life. It takes courage 
to change and Paul’s story is a riveting 
illustration of this fact”.   

STRIDE is the State of Connecticut's 
only post release program for women 
and men.  It is a state funded reentry 
transi t i onal  support workforce 
development program.

ST RI D E cont act :   Jul i e 
Scrapchansky, Program Coordinator, 
email: jscrapchansky@qvcc.commnet.
edu, or call (860) 412-7320.  See the 
proposed funding cut to this program 
in Governor's Budget Proposal p. 4.

Free Tax Prep
(cont. from p.1)

VITA sites are located in Willimantic, 
Stafford, Danielson, Plain! eld and 
Putnam.  To make an appointment, 
taxpayers should call 860-450-7400.  
Most sites are already open and others 
will open after January 31 and remain 
open until April 15.

The Access Community Action 
Agency, 1315 Main Street, Willimantic 
will  have appointments on Mondays 
from 2-6 pm (closed April 2 & 3), 
Wednesdays f rom 12-4 pm and 
Saturdays from 9-1 pm.  Appointments 
wil l  be taken at Vi l lage Heights, 
108 Cameo Drive, Will imantic on 
Thursdays  from  4-8 pm, Saturdays 
from 9-1 pm.  For f i l ing in the 
Danielson area, services are offered by 
appointment at the Killingly Library, 25 
Westcott Road, on Tuesdays from 2-6 
pm, and Saturdays from 10:30-2:30 pm.  
VITA services are also available at the 
Putnam Library, 225 Kennedy Drive, 
Saturdays from 10-2 pm; the Stafford 
Library, 10 Levinthal Run, Saturdays 
from 10-2 pm, and at the Plain! eld 
Town Hall, 8 Community Avenue, 
Mondays from 10-5 pm.

New this year, pre-paid debit cards 
will be provided to customers who do 
not have a bank account.  To apply, the 
process is simple and does not require a 
credit or chexsystem check.  The service 
will be offered at all sites, except for the 
Stafford Library, Stafford and Village 
Heights, Willimantic.

Also new this year, appointments 
may be made online at http://acccess-
vita.genbook.com.  To schedule online, 
you are required to have an email 
address to receive a con! rmation of 
your appointment.

Bi l ingual  Engl ish/Spanish tax 
preparers are available at Willimantic 
locations.  Individuals are asked to 
bring all W2’s, 1099 forms, Social 
Security cards or individual taxpayer 
ID numbers for all household members, 
last year’s tax return if possible, child 
care provider name, address and tax ID 
number, education expenses and student 
loan info, and for direct deposit bring a 

check or savings account number with a 
routing number.  You should also bring 
any other tax-related documents you 
receive to your appointment.  Taxes 
will be prepared by appointment only.

For additional information about 
VITA services, call 860-450-7478 
in Willimantic.  Access is a federal 
and state designated communi ty 
action agency serving Windham and 
Tolland counties and much of Eastern 
Connecticut.  For information about 
other Access programs and services, 
call 860-450-7400 or 860-774-0418 in 
the Danielson area.

For  a refer ral  to a f ree tax 
preparation site in your area, dial 
2-1-1 Infoline.  

Pa i d  S i c k 
Days Bill 
Allowing    employees 
to earn  paid  sick 

time is a crucial public health  reform 
– and it’s especially urgent in times 
of economic crisis like these. 600,000 
Connecticut workers lack paid sick 
days. Worse yet, the  biggest groups 
of employees without paid sick days 
are in sectors like food service, retail, 
and healthcare, where even a single 
sick employee can put public health at 
serious risk.

For too many families, losing a 
day’s pay – or even a job – is as easy 
as catching a cold. As the recession 
worsens, people just can’t afford to 
miss a day and can’t risk losing their 
jobs. That means more people will be 
forced to come to work sick, putting 
us all at risk.

Allowing employees to earn paid 
sick days isn’t just the right thing to 
do – it’s also a smart decision for the 
public health, for families and for 
businesses. When workers have sick 
days, it reduces the spread of contagious 
illnesses, expands access to preventive 
healthcare, increases productivity in 
workplaces, and gives a much-needed 
measure of economic securi ty to 
working families.

(See Paid Sick Days p. 4)
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Legislative Update & More

On Feb. 4th, 2010, the Governor 
released her midterm budget proposal. 
Although the Governor avoided many 
of the most damaging cuts that had 
been proposed in her de! cit mitigation 
proposal of  December 2009, the 
budget did propose the reduction 
or elimination of funding for many 
important programs serving children 
and families in communities statewide. 

The budget calls for around $105.6 
million in funding cuts and $30.6 
million in funding increases. 

Some of  the more signi f icant 
proposed cuts affecting children and 
families include: 

Cuts to working families.

 " Signi! cant cuts to Care 4 Kids 
child care subsidy for working 
parents.

 " Reductions in several  non-
entitlement programs such as 
Safety Net and Community Action 
Agencies, which provide housing, 
food, chi ld care, and energy 
assistance to working families.

 " Reduction of funding by 25% for 
Human Services Infrastructure/
Communi ty Action Program, 
which impacts energy assistance 
and child care.

 " A  cut of 25% to Safety Net 
services, despite a 367% increase 
in referrals since 2007 – new cut 
combined with prior rescission 
results in a 33% reduction in 
total program budget (575 fewer 
families served each year, 125 
families without rent, utility, or 
food vouchers).

 " Suspension  of  funding for 
CT Youth Employment, which 
employs over 4,000 youth/year, 
STRIVE Program, and STRIDE 
program which provide job 
training and job-search assistance 
to struggling communities.

Cuts to healthcare.

 " Suspension of funding for HUSKY 
Outreach, which closes HUSKY 
Infoline. Just as more families ! nd 

themselves in need, the ability to 
access programs to meet their needs 
becomes more dif! cult. 

 " Imposition of co-pays on Medicaid 
clients

 " Removal of coverage for most over-
the-counter drugs for Medicaid 
(exempting children under 21 on 
HUSKY A).

 " Elimination of Medicaid coverage 
of the costs of  eyeglasses and 
contact lenses, and optician 
services.

 " Increases in premiums for HUSKY 
B band 2 families to $50 for families 
with one child and to $75 for 
families with two or more children.

 " Reduction in funding for school-
based health clinics, needles and 
syringe exchange, AIDS services, 
and Community Health Services.

Cuts to housing and homelessness 
services.

 " Cuts to homelessness and housing 
services – a reduction of $2.4 
million, which amounts to 5% 
of  the housing/homeless l ine 
item in the DSS budget. This 
money provides critical funding 
to 44 emergency homeless 
shelters, eviction and foreclosure 
prevention, rental  assistance, 
security deposit guarantees, and 
other vi tal  programs for CT 
residents.

 " 50% reduction in funding for the 
Transitional Rental Assistance 
Program, which provides housing 
assistance to families moving from 
welfare to work. 

In addition to spending cuts, the 
budget also relies signi! cantly on one-
time revenues to address the de! cit, 
rather than looking to long-term revenue 
solutions that will ! ll the current de! cit 
as well as address the looming $3.9 
billion de! cit for FY 2012. 

To ensure i ts future economic 
security, Connecticut must adopt a 
balanced approach to reducing the 
de! cit, combining spending reductions 

wi th long-term revenue options. 
Such revenue options include closing 
corporate tax loopholes, evaluating 
the return on investment of hundreds 
of millions of dollars in corporate tax 
breaks and other tax expenditures, 
delaying reductions in the estate tax, 
and adopting a more progressive income 
tax model. 

To learn more about these revenue 
options, and others, go to the Better 
Choices websi te at http://www.
betterchoicesforct.org/node/4. 

PCCM Update
HUSKY Primary Care, the new non-

HMO Primary Care Case Management 
(PCCM) program for HUSKY A 
enrollees, is now in full operation 
in four parts of the state: Hartford, 
New Haven, Waterbury, Windham, 
and all surrounding towns.  But even 
HUSKY A enrollees not living in one 
of the listed towns can participate 
in this program if any one of their 
pr imar y care provider ’s off ices 
is located in one of those towns 
and that provider  is enrolled as 
a pr imar y care provider  under 
HUSKY Pr imary Care.  And new 
providers are signing up to participate 
in this program, which eliminates 
insurance company interference with 
the provision of health care, all the 
time.  The list of participating providers 
is available at www.huskyhealth.com 
(click on “Enrollment” on the left) or 
at 1-800-656-6684.  Flyers in English 
and Spanish for HUSKY A enrollees 
are available at the www.LARCC.org 
website.

For more information, go to www.
cthealthpolicy.org/PCCM or contact 
Sheldon Toubman (203)946-4811, 
ext. 148, stoubman@nhlegal.org, or 
Randi Mezzy (203)756-8074, ext. 
112; 1-800-413-7797; or rmezzy@
connlegalservices.org.

Governor Rell Releases Budget Proposal

Check out CT Mirror 
CT Mirror is a news source on state 
government and the policies that 
impact CT residents. New content is 
posted M– F at www.ctmirror.org.  
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The Connecticut Alliance for Basic Human 
Needs (CABHN) is a statewide network of 
individuals, community groups and organiza-
tions which supports and promotes advocacy 
on low-income issues.  For more information, 
please call (860) 278-5688.  

Legal Assistance Resource Center of CT and
CABHN (Connecticut Alliance for Basic Human Needs) 
44 Capitol Ave., Suite 301
Hartford, CT 06106
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Upcoming 
CABHN/FESN Meeting

Friday
March 5, 2010 

9:30-11:30 A.M.
Location:

Community Renewal Team 
(CRT)

555 Windsor Avenue
Hartford, CT

Topics:

Legislative Update

Guest from CT Voices 
for Children to speak on  

"Revenue Options"

Town by Town Data 
Now  Available On-line

This town by town compilation of 
data shows the importance of social 
services programs for all needy 
residents of the state – and for people 
who need help in your community!  It 
shows the number of people in each 
CT town who: 

• are unemployed;
• receive healthcare through 

Medicaid & SAGA;
• receive SNAP federal food 

assistance;  
• participate in the Care4Kids 

program. 

Connecticut town by town 
information can be found at www.
larcc.org under Hot Topics.  Click on 
CT Needs Social Services Programs 
(2010). 

The Working Families Party, along 
with the Everybody Bene" ts Coalition, 
is hard at work again this legislative 
session working to pass the Paid Sick 
Days bill, which will mandate that 
certain employers with 50 or more 
employees provide paid sick leave to 
their employees.  

The Public Hearing for the paid sick 
days bill, SB63 has been scheduled for 
Thursday February 25, 2 pm with the 
Labor Committee, in room 2A. 

 Organization, individuals and 
clients are srongly encouraged to submit 
testimony. If you, or someone from your 
organization, can testify in person at 
the hearing, it would be very helpful 
in getting this important bill passed. 

Submitted by Working Families 
Party. 

Paid Sick Days 
(cont. from p. 2)


